Dear All

I feel I may be onto a roll here! Two in two days.

You will all be delighted to hear that we are both getting very fit! We walked down to Amman centre again last night, and back, to eat. Then today we have exhausted ourselves exploring Petra. It is awesome.

We had to be up at the unearthly hour of 5.15 to catch the 6.30am bus having walked with all our luggage a 15 min walk uphill. The call to prayer at 5am would have served as a wake up call but i had been awake for ages so it wasn't needed. The bus took 3 hours but with a stop so we were booked into out hotel here at the entrance to the Petra site and entering it by 10.30am.

Where to start? I have taken loads of pictures but even they will not really convey the magnitude and magnificence of these towering rock faces, it was a water cut gorge - a bit like Gordale Scar near Malham Cove in Yorkshire if you know it, but much bigger and especially longer. The clever people of 2000 years ago diverted the watercourse so that they could use the gorge. They then channelled water down the gorge on either side so that the city they were constructing would be able to survive happily. They then carved the soft and beautiful sandstone to make facades of tombs. Further in, much further in, through the gorge and beyond there is an amphitheatre, a colonnaded street with shops and houses and temples..... It’s enormous. We declined horse, donkey, cart, mule, camel rides and did the walking and climbing ourselves. We got to the monastery today and the panoramic from there over the top is stupendous. Still only 1000m or so though compared to the 3000m of Sinai. Exhausted but off out to eat with the group tonight before we go back in again tomorrow.

Hope you are all well and there is snow!

Love from Ruth and Peter
